
St. Joseph County Democratic Party 
June 14, 2018 Monthly Meeting Minutes 

 
I. Meeting called to order by Tim Carmichael at 6:34 PM. 
 
II. Introduction guests- Ian Haight, candidate for Michigan State Senator, District 21. 
 
III. Minutes from April meeting were approved on a motion by Judy Nelson, supported by Eddie LeBeouf 
 
IV. The agenda was amended and approved on a motion by Eddie, supported by Kent. 
 
V. Reports: 

a. Chair Report: Tim participated in a conference call with the State Party. They are working on 
an initiative to have a greater local presence. They are hiring people, in each county, to work. 
To apply for a position, visit the Michigan Democratic website, where there are applications. 
The Chairman of Kalamazoo was hired to work in Region 6, Kalamazoo and Calhoun County.     

b.  MDP: July 11 there is a mandatory convention meeting to elect delegates, at the Union Hall in 
Mendon, just north of Main St. 

c. 6th District:  They reviewed the Mandatory Convention & Local Hiring initiative, talked about 
above. Allegan is doing a great job and they have a pamphlet with every candidate, including a 
quick bio on each, and hand out to all local events. Tim said they probably spent about $800 
on this. Judy said there is money for this, in the budget, now. Eddie thought this made sense 
for us to do, in our county. Tim mentioned about getting quotes. Ian Haight said there is a 
printer in Battle Creek that prints 8”X12”, double-sided, pamphlets for $0.08 each, or $800 for 
10,000. Tim said Region 6 has $8,000 that they have to use on candidates. 

d. Guest Speaker: Ian Haight discussed why he’s running for State Senate. He is an educator who 
believes his core Democratic values are important today. He discussed how Republicans 
recently performed several “shady” things to get the Prevailing Wage repealed, when it was 
thought to be dead in the water. A group started a petition and found there was an option to 
skip the Governor and have the Legislature approve it. This group knew Rick Snyder wouldn’t 
approve it. They added an appropriations rider to the bill, to prevent it to ever be voted on 
again. Usually legislation goes into effect at a later day, but this was approved the same day. 
They only needed a 2/3 vote. The speaker didn’t perform a “roll call” vote because he said he 
heard more than 2/3 of the legislature vote for this.  Shady activity like this is one of the 
reasons Ian is running for State Senate. 

e. Treasurers’ Report: Received and approved on a motion by Eddie, supported by Tim Carls. 
Specific details on file with Treasurer, Judy Nelson. 

f. Candidate Committee: Paula was absent. Last count we had 42 and she’s recruiting more 
write-ins. 

g. Communications Committee: Eddie is out of the loop, and has deferred to Coral Fry. Coral is 
going to work with Deb Bordner to get things lined up for our upcoming Fundraiser, on Aug 
23, after the Primaries.  The July 30 and August 23 events need press releases. The July 30 
event is a Candidates Forum at the Riviera Theater. Advertising needs to be done. A radio ad 
needs content and voice. A 15-second ad, played on air 40 times is $150.00 Content 
suggestions are requested.  Last year’s advertising budget was only $500. Eddie suggested a 
higher budget at $1,000. There was a motion to allocate $1,000 by Paul Guthrie and was 
supported by Eddie. 



h. Membership & Political Organization Committee: Carol was absent. Tim said they were 
working on a new, updated, membership list. Updated lists will be sent out as soon as they are 
complete. 

i. Ways & Means Committee: Deb Bordner said she is working on a list of tasks. 
j. Political Action Committee: Larry was absent. 
k. Steering Committee: Dan Kreischer is setting up the booth for tomorrow’s Three Rivers 

Waterfest.  Volunteers are needed. Suzette said Paula has a list of volunteers. Please contact 
Paula if you can fill slots. 
 

VI. Old Business – No discussion. 
VII. New Business:  

a. Local Events 
1. TR Water Festival: Booth will be up tomorrow, need people to man it. 
2. June 20 Governors Candidate Debate: If the Governors want, we will do that. 
3. Annual Dinner: Eddie will set up a form on Act Blue for people to sign up. 
4. Roadside cleanup July 19 – Carol needs volunteers for July 19. 

b. Open 
1. County Fair: Booth registration has already been complete, it was authorized and 

signed for back in April. 
2. Local Candidates: We need bios and blurbs on all local candidates for our 

pamphlets…a cheat sheet for voters. 
3. Volunteer Sign Up for events: Google Docs, on Google Drive should be used, so 

everyone can access events, in real time, and see openings. Krysti Boughton can work 
on getting one of these started. 

 
VIII. Good and Welfare- 

a. County Office: Paula & Suzette have been manning the office. They need more help. This can 
be something that Google Docs, on Google Drive, can help with. They need copy paper; folding 
chairs; white plastic 6’ table for sign ups, and some burner phones to use.  Eddie said getting a 
phone and internet service was going to be more than $120/month. This will be discussed at a 
later date. 

b. Judy Nelson said she is having a fundraiser on July 14 from 2:00 – 4:30 pm.  
c. Coral Fry & Deb Bordner will be hosting a Ladies High Tea, for Rich Eichholz. More info to 

follow. 
d. George Franklin will be at the Waterfest on Saturday, at 11:00 am, to help work the booth. 

 
IV.   Our next meeting will be Thurs, July 12, 2018. Questions, email: stjoecountydemsparty@yahoo.com 
 
X. Meeting Adjournment: At 7:43 on motion to adjourn by Krysti Boughton, supported by Eddie LeBeouf. 
 
Krysti Boughton, filling in for Secretary 
 
Party email: stjoecountydemsparty@yahoo.com 
 Website: www.stjosephcountydemocrats.com 
 Facebook: www.facebook.com/sjcdmi 
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